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Excerpt  from:  "Department  of  State  bulletin"  Vol.  XVII. 


THE  UNITED  NATIONS 

U.N.  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PROGRESSIVE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  INTER¬ 
NATIONAL  LAW  AND  ITS  CODIFICATION 


Report  of  the  U.S.  Representative 

I .  COMPOSITION  OF  TH1  COMMITTEE 

The  United  Nations  Committee  on  the  Progressive 
Development  of  International  Law  and  its  Codification, 
hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  Committee,  was 'established 
by  Resolution  no.  94  (1),  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
General  Assembly  on  December  11,  1946.  On  the  same  date, 
the  General  Assembly,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  President 
appointed  the  following  states  to  serve  on  the  Committee : 

Argentina,  Australia,  Brazil,  China,  Colombia, 

Egypt,  France,  India,  Netherlands,  Panama, 

Poland,  Sv/eden,  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Re¬ 
publics,  United  Kingdom,  United  States  of 
America,  Venezuela  and  Yugoslavia. 

II.  PI LEGATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

The  Delegation  of  the  United  States  to  the  Committee 
consisted  of  Professor  philip  C.  Jessup,  Representative, 
and  Dr.  John  Maktos,  Adviser. 


III.  TASKS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 

The  above-mentioned  resolution  directed  the  Committee 
to  study: 

"(a)  The  methods  by  v/hich  the  General  Assembly 
should  encourage  the  progressive  development  of  inter¬ 
national  lav/  and  its  eventual  codification; 

(b)  Methods  of  securing  the  co-operation  of  the 
several  organs  of  the  United  Nations  to  this  end; 

(c)  Methods  of  enlisting  the  assistance  of  such 
national  or  international  bodies  as  might  aid  in  the 
attainment  of  this  objective; 

and  to  report  to  the  General  Assembly  at  its  next  regular 
session. " 

By  General  Assembly  Resolution  no.  95  (1)  of  December 
11,  1946,  the  Committee  was  requested: 

"  To  treat  as  a  matter  of  primary  importance 
plans  for  the  formulation,  in  the  context  of 
a  general  codification  of  offences  against 
the  peace  and  security  of  mankind,  or  of  an 
International  Criminal  Code,  of  the  principles 
recognized  in  the  Charter  of  the  Nurnberg  Tri¬ 
bunal  and  in  the  judgment  of  the  Tribunal." 
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By  another  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
December  11,  1946.  no.  38  (1) ,  the  Draft  Declaration  on 
the  Rights  and  Duties  of  States  presented  by  Panama  to 
the  Second  °art  of  the  First  Session  of  the  General  As¬ 
sembly  (Doc.  A/285)  was  referred  to  the  Committee  for  a 
report  to  the  General  Assembly. 

The  final  task  of  the  Committee  resulted  from  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary-General  transmitted  to  the 
Committee  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  Economic  and 
Social  Council  of  inarch  28,  1947.  The  resolution  in¬ 
structed  the  Secretary-General  to  undertake  the  necessary 
studies  with  a  view  to  drawing  up  a  draft  convention  on 
genocide  and  to  consult  the  Committee  in  regard  thereto. 


IV .  ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  V’ORK  OF  TIT  CO1.P1  1ITTF.F. . 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Committee  was  held  on  March 
12,  1947,  at  Lake  Success.  Sir  Dalip  Singh,  .representative 
for  India,  v/as  elected  chairman  of  the  Committee,  Dr. 
Antonio  aoche,  Representative  for  Colombia,  and  Professor 
Vladimir  Korctsky,  Representative  for  USSR  were  chosen 
vice  chairmen.  Professor  J.  L.  Brierly,  Representative 
for  the  United  Kingdom,  was  elected  rapporteur.  Dr.  Yucn-li 
Liang,  Director  for  the  Secretariat  Division  of  Development 
and  Codification  of  International  Law,  acted  as  secretary 
to  the  Committee, 

The  Committee  held  thirty  meetings,  the  last  one  on 
June  17,  1947.  Its  final  reports  are:  Document  A/AC.  10/'  ? 
(Codification  of  International  Law);  document  A/AC.  10/52 
(Nuremberg  Principles);  and  document  A/AC.  10/53  (Rights 
and  Duties  of  States). 

At  its  first  meeting  the  Committee  adopted  the  pro¬ 
visional  agenda  drown  up  by  the  Secretariat  (Doc.  A/AC. 

10/1)  and  agreed  to  begin  with  the  item  relating  to  the 
methods  by  which  the  General  Assembly  should  encourage  the 
progressive  development  of  international  lav/  and  its  even¬ 
tual  codification.  ******* >*********** 

************ 

V I .  PLANS  FOR  THF.  FCh  MULATION  OF  THE  PRINCIPLES  RECOGNIZED 

In  the  charter  of  thj.  Nuremberg  tribunal  and  in  the 

JUDGMENT  OF  THE  TRIBUNAL. 

As  pointed  out  at  the  beginning  of  this  rep*rt  another 
task  of  the  Committee  resulted  from  a  General  Assembly  re¬ 
solution  of  December  11.  1946  directing  this  Committee  to 
"treat  as  a  metter  of  primary  importance  plans  for  the  formu¬ 
lation.  in  the  context  of  a  general  codification  of  offences 
against  the  peace  and  security  of  mankind,  or  of  an  Inter¬ 
national  Criminal  Code,  of  the  principles  recoenlzrd  in  the 
Nurnbrrg  Tribunal  and  in  the  judgment  of  the  Tribunal.11 

Bx_  a  majority  the  Committee  decided  not  to  _u  rider  take 
the  actual  formulation  of  the  Nuremberg  prjne Lpj/s  which 
v/ould  clearly  be  a  task  demanding"  careful*  0 ad  ~ rol o'vxd 
study.  It  recommended  unanimously  that  thc'lLC  should  be 
invited  to  prepare: 
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